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years to my wife, Ardie, and 
we have raised our three chil-
dren, Kyle, Jodi and Kraig on 
our dairy farm 4-1/2 miles 
northeast of Postville. We 
now thoroughly enjoy vis-
its to the farm from our four 
grandsons and their families.
I also have had previous 
part-time employment as an 
Allamakee FSA Program As-
sistant and worked for Cherry 
Valley Enterprises as a truck 
driver. I am currently em-
ployed at Winneshiek Mutual 
Insurance as a claims adjus-
tor and property inspector for 
underwriting. Ardie and I are 
active members of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Postville, 
where I served eight years 
on the church council; three 
years as council president; ten 
years as the current Finance 
Committee chairperson; 
Spring Festival Co-chairman 
and I attempt to make a joy-
ful noise as a member of the 
senior church choir. I enjoy 
golﬁ ng, bowling, hunting, 
ﬁ shing and dancing.
As a candidate for Al-
lamakee County Supervisor, 
what do you feel would be 
your ultimate responsibility 
to the citizens of the county 
if elected?
Cloy Kuhse: As a candi-
date for County Supervisor, I 
believe the majority interests 
of the citizens of the entire 
county need to be considered 
more than the sometimes 
more vocal minority interest 
groups. A willingness to be 
accessible and listening to 
people’s opinions will make 
this possible. I also feel the 
Board of Supervisors meet-
ings could be periodically 
held in each town in Alla-
makee County throughout 
the year. This would be less 
costly than having ﬁ ve super-
visors or geographic supervi-
sor districts while increasing 
accessibility to all the citizens 
of the county.
 
Dave Duncklee: My main 
responsibility as a Super-
visor is to see to it that tax 
dollars are spent effectively 
and efﬁ ciently by the various 
departments. This can only 
be accomplished through 
involvement in department 
board meetings and familiar-
ity with the activities, county 
wide, by members of that de-
partment. A Supervisor must 
also keep up on the bills be-
fore the State Assembly since 
many bills do impact the in-
come and expenses imposed 
on each county. All of these 
variables come to the County 
Board each February as the 
Supervisors review, amend, 
and approve budgets for each 
department for the next year. 
The total of those budgets de-
termine the tax levee for the 
coming year.
If elected, what would be 
your issues of highest priority 
in helping direct county gov-
ernment?
Dave Duncklee: The ﬁ rst 
priority should be controlling 
property taxes as described in 
the previous question. Anoth-
er priority would be improved 
communication with constit-
uents. I started that process in 
March with the “Notes From 
the Board” news article in 
county newspapers. I try to be 
more accessible for personal 
contact by being in the Board 
Room from 9 to 10 a.m. daily 
when in town.
The real key to successful 
county government rests in 
the quality of the county staff 
that administers the various 
programs and I feel that our 
staff is excellent.
Cloy Kuhse: I realize the 
economic importance of rec-
reation and tourism and the 
very important ﬂ ow through 
dollars that these industries 
bring to our beautiful Allama-
kee County. I also realize that 
the main industry of Allama-
kee County is agriculture. 
The county must continue to 
provide the best road system 
and infrastructure possible 
for the agriculture industry 
and all the businesses that de-
pend on agriculture to make 
these things happen.
Allamakee County must 
continue working towards a 
zoning ordinance and subdi-
vision regulations that will 
maintain the beauty and in-
tegrity of our scenic lands. 
This needs to be done with re-
spect for the rights of private 
property owners to maintain 
or improve their properties. 
This must be done in an or-
derly fashion without damag-
ing the environment or plac-
ing a burden on the county’s 
infrastructure or emergency 
services organizations.
What are the current is-
sues, good and bad, that you 
see facing Allamakee County, 
and what does your candi-
dacy offer in addressing those 
issues?
Cloy Kuhse: As the say-
ing goes “There ain’t no free 
rides” - all county services 
cost money. Total property 
tax dollar costs are always 
important to county residents. 
In today’s environment of 
lower state funding for some 
programs and unfunded man-
dates in others, our local tax 
revenues become even more 
important. My service as Post 
Township Trustee and clerk 
has helped me develop an un-
derstanding of the relationship 
between property valuations 
and tax millage rates. Hav-
ing owned and operated farm 
equipment as well as driving 
heavy trucks, I understand 
the need for quality durable 
equipment for our county 
roads department in order to 
keep our roads in good repair 
throughout the year.
As a U.S. Marine Corps 
Viet Nam Veteran, I am a 
member of Amvets Post 27, 
American Legion Post 518 
and VFW Post 417. I was 
proud to serve on the Alla-
makee County Veterans Me-
morial Committee. I feel that 
these memberships have giv-
en me an open line of com-
munication with our county’s 
veterans. By working with 
our County Veterans Affairs 
ofﬁ ce, we can improve the 
services offered to our vet-
erans. We need to work with 
our surrounding counties to 
secure regional health care 
services right here in north-
east Iowa rather than requir-
ing veterans to travel to Iowa 
City for care. I feel this can be 
accomplished by making bet-
ter use of medical facilities 
that already exist in our area.
As an active farmer, I am 
aware of the farming econo-
my and the current govern-
ment farm programs that 
will help keep the Allamakee 
County Farm as a valuable 
income producing asset for 
our county.
I feel we need to continue 
searching for ways to keep 
Makee Manor available as 
a top notch facility for the 
county residents utilizing its 
services.
Over the last 45 years, 
starting with the Allamakee 
County 4-H council and con-
tinuing on through the Farm 
Bureau Board of Directors, 
the County Dairy Board, the 
ASCS Committee, the Vet-
erans organizations, Alla-
makee County Sportsman’s 
Club, the Allamakee County 
Republican Central Commit-
tee and my off-farm employ-
ments, my involvement with 
Allamakee County has only 
increased. Following in the 
footsteps of gentlemen that I 
have great respect for - Dave 
Snitker, Lyle Zieman and Bill 
Clark, I would be honored to 
serve you as your County Su-
pervisor and would hope to 
continue making Allamakee 
County a great place to live.
Dave Duncklee: The cur-
rent major issue is the new 
Zoning Ordinance which in-
cludes “blufﬂ and protection” 
policies. This ordinance was 
the product of a committee 
of 41 county residents that 
worked many hours over nine 
months in its development. 
The new ordinance may be 
passed by the Board by the 
time this is published. The 
new ordinance must be con-
sidered as a ‘work in prog-
ress’ and will probably have 
revisions and additions as it is 
applied in the future. The in-
tent is to provide a workable, 
safe development process 
while protecting our environ-
ment and our citizens.
The impact of a rough 
winter and high fuel prices 
has had a big impact on our 
roads. This impact will cause 
increased costs in maintain-
ing county roads and may 
also delay planned or hoped 
for improvements.
Allamakee County 
Auditor
Colleen Gragg
Daryl Hansmeier
Please provide some 
background information 
about yourself.
Colleen Gragg: I am the 
daughter of James and Mar-
garet (Lanigan) Wacker. I 
have lived most of my life in 
Allamakee County. I graduat-
ed from Waukon High School 
in 1980. I was in the United 
States Air Force from Janu-
ary 1981 through May 1985. 
I was an Electronic Warfare 
Systems Technician and was 
stationed at England AFB, 
Alexandria LA and RAF 
Alconbury in Huntington, 
Cambridgeshire, England. I 
returned to Waukon in 1988 
with my children. In 1989, 
I completed the nurse aide 
program and went to work 
as a certiﬁ ed Nurse Aide at 
the Waukon Good Samaritan 
Center. In November of 1993 
I went to work at Palmer Ab-
stract, Inc., where I am cur-
rently an abstracter.
I have four children, Am-
ber (Mrs. Brian) Kuhn; Sarah 
and Heather Gragg (twins), 
who are students at Central 
College in Pella; and Andrew, 
who is a student at Iowa State 
University in Ames.
I am the Secretary for Al-
lamakee Dollars for Schol-
ars. I have been a former den 
leader and assistant cubmas-
ter for Waukon Cub Scout 
Pack 64. I have also enjoyed 
volunteering as an usher at the 
high school musicals. I enjoy 
reading and walking, and so I 
may be found at the library or 
perhaps you have seen me on 
my evening stroll.
My favorite part of the 
newspaper is the editorial 
section, as I have always en-
joyed knowing what people 
think about.
Daryl Hansmeier: I am a 
native of Allamakee County. 
I grew up on a dairy farm 
six miles east of Waukon on 
the Elon Road with my par-
ents, Richard and Pat (Ward) 
Hansmeier, and my three 
siblings: Dawn (Heimer), Di-
ane (Berns), and David. My 
grandparents were Reuben 
and Gertrude Hansmeier and 
Herb and Marian Ward.
I graduated in the top 
three percent of my class 
from Waukon Senior High in 
1991 and graduated from Lu-
ther College in Decorah, with 
honors, in 1995. I received 
my undergraduate degree in 
history education and music. 
Following college and student 
teaching, I was employed as a 
substitute teacher for the Al-
lamakee Community School 
District. I served as director of 
music for the Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church in LaCres-
cent, MN from 2002-2004.
I began my work in the 
real estate ﬁ eld in 2003 when 
I purchased a home in Wau-
kon that I refurbished and 
resold. I have since attained 
my professional real estate 
license and serve as an as-
sociate for Allamakee Realty 
in Waukon. I have held many 
church positions over the last 
15 years. I am a lifelong mem-
ber of Old West Paint Creek 
Lutheran Church of rural 
Waukon where I have served 
as council president, organist, 
choir director, custodian, and 
Bible School coordinator.
I am a familiar face in the 
local music scene, appearing 
in productions of the Alla-
makee Community Players, 
teaching piano and voice les-
sons, accompanying at local 
school concerts and provid-
ing music for many area wed-
dings.
What has motivated you 
to seek the ofﬁ ce of Allama-
kee County Auditor?  
Daryl Hansmeier: I am 
seeking this ofﬁ ce because I 
have a strong interest in local 
government. I believe that lo-
cal government has the most 
immediate and personal ties to 
its constituents. I have served 
as a polling ofﬁ cial in the past 
and would like to see voting 
numbers rise. Mary O’Neill 
and the staff at the Auditor’s 
ofﬁ ce have done a very good 
job about getting polling and 
voting information available 
for the public. I would like 
to see this continue. I feel 
that in this position as audi-
tor I can both serve the public 
and grow my own knowledge 
about local government. I am 
excited by the challenge and 
look forward to the opportu-
nity to serve.
Colleen Gragg: I had al-
ways entertained the idea of 
running for public ofﬁ ce. I 
am at a point in my life when 
my children are no longer the 
primary focus of my atten-
tion. With the current Audi-
tor, Mary O’Neill, retiring, 
the timing seemed right. I felt 
it was a good challenge for 
me at this time and I am up 
to it.
What do you feel you can 
contribute to the ofﬁ ce of 
County Auditor and/or Alla-
makee County?
Colleen Gragg: I believe 
in doing a job well. I enjoy 
working with and helping 
people. I have always pos-
sessed a willingness to learn. 
I believe in providing quality 
service. I believe my current 
job as an abstracter gives me 
a good framework to build on 
and take into the Auditor’s of-
ﬁ ce.
Daryl Hansmeier: First, 
I feel I am very efﬁ cient. I 
am used to multi-tasking on 
a daily basis and feel very 
comfortable handling many 
things at once. Secondly, I am 
a good problem solver. I am 
an effective listener and in-
tuitive about people’s needs. I 
feel I am fair and open-mind-
ed and always considerate 
of the whole problem when 
making decisions. Thirdly, 
I am a team player. I under-
stand government infrastruc-
tures enough to know that 
government and courthouse 
transactions take a whole 
team approach to provide the 
best, most effective service.
I consider myself to be 
fairly well rounded and feel 
like my personal energy and 
attitude will be an attribute 
for not only the auditor’s of-
ﬁ ce, but the entire courthouse 
team. I plan to continue an 
atmosphere of efﬁ ciency and 
friendliness in the auditor’s 
ofﬁ ce. I feel conﬁ dent that 
my own experiences with 
real estate and education have 
equipped me with the skills 
necessary to provide this kind 
of environment.
I am a strong supporter of 
the idea that elected ofﬁ cials 
have an obligation to repre-
sent and express the concerns 
of those people who have elected them to service. Accountability and responsibility have to be 
priorities. I look forward to the opportunity to provide both.Candidate Interview 
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City Council meets in special session to 
discuss impact of raid on community
The Postville City Coun-
cil, meeting in special ses-
sion May 21, was attended 
via telephone by U. S. Con-
gressman Tom Latham. In at-
tendance at the meeting was a 
representative from Latham’s 
ofﬁ ce, Lois Clark.
Mayor Penrod opened 
the meeting by saying that 
Postville is a strong commu-
nity and it will continue to 
prosper. He said the raid at 
Agriprocessors has had an af-
fect on all of us but we will 
survive.
He added that the healing 
process will be a long process 
and we will all need to work 
together to make the commu-
nity strong and viable. The 
raid in Postville, it was noted, 
was catastrophic compared to 
the raid in 2006 in Marshall-
town.
Congressman Latham told 
those in attendance, about 50 
business owners and Postville 
residents, that there are Fed-
eral Programs available to 
help communities who face 
these kinds of incidents.
Penrod further stated that 
it is important that we get a 
workforce back in Postville 
and we will need federal 
funding to make that happen.
The Mayor went on to 
say that immigration reform 
is needed now so that these 
types of situations are not 
ever faced again. 
Council person Larry 
Moore added that we need 
people here now who can help 
us do the right thing now.
Council person Jeff Re-
inhardt said, “The law is the 
law. These people broke the 
law and the ICE (Immigra-
tion and Custom Enforce-
ment) ofﬁ cials were just do-
ing their job.
Rep. Latham added, “In-
cidences like this usually 
bring reform.”
Pastor Gary Catterson 
of Community Presbyterian 
Church said, “The law may 
be the law. But as a former 
law enforcement ofﬁ cer, I 
was instructed to enforce the 
law every day, not every 15 
years.”
Lyle Opheim, owner of 
Four County Ag, said he and 
his wife Cindy have spent 
over $10,000 trying to gain 
legal status for two people 
from Guatemala. The system 
just isn’t working.
Pastor Steve Brackett of 
St. Paul Lutheran Church said 
this was not humanitarian. 
This type of raid, he added, 
causes disaster. He added that 
minors have been taken into 
custody.
Chris Drahos, of the Post-
ville Chamber of Commerce, 
said the majority of business-
es are continuing as usual. “It 
is important that people know 
our businesses are open and 
doing all right”, she said.
Paul Rael, director of His-
panic Ministry at St. Bridget 
Catholic Church, said, “These 
are desperate people (the im-
migrants) who in their time 
of need do desperate things. 
Their goal is only to earn a 
living and take care of their 
families.”
Speaking again from the 
ﬂ oor, Lyle Opheim said, “In 
this type of incident the little 
guy gets stomped on. It is a 
rotten policy that must be 
changed.”
Prior to the end of the 
discussion, Ms. Clark for 
Latham’s ofﬁ ce game those in 
attendance the following tele-
phone numbers to reach the 
congressman: 641-357-5225 
or 515-232-2885.
Congressman Latham as-
sured the Council and those 
in attendance that he would 
do what he could to help the 
Postville Community survive 
and thrive following the raid.
The Council also held a 
discussion on the proposed 
sewer rate increase. Mayor 
Penrod said, “Until I am 
sure what is happening with 
our population following the 
raid, I would advise we put 
the brakes on the sewer plant 
construction. I would suggest 
we put the construction on 
hold for a year until we know 
where we are at. It would be 
wise to continue to pursue 
federal money as upgrades 
will have to be done no mat-
ter what happens. “
The public hearing con-
cerning the rate increase will 
be help at an upcoming coun-
cil meeting.
An application for a li-
quor license for Spice-n-Ice 
was approved with the owner 
listed as Arden Dixon.
A part-time reserve police 
ofﬁ cer, John Schwartzhoff, 
was hired at a cost of $15.50 
per hour.
The ﬁ nancial audit from 
the State of Iowa for ﬁ s-
cal year 2006-2007 was ap-
proved. The cost of the audit 
was approximately $7,000.
The next regular meeting 
of the council will be held 
Tuesday, May 27 at o7 p.m.
Class of 2008 receives diplomas Sunday 
afternoon; student speakers reﬂ ect on 
high school memories as they leave PHS
Having completed the requirements set out by the Board of Education for graduation, 34 
seniors received their diplomas at Commencement exercises at the Fine Arts and Civic Center 
located on the Postville Community School District Campus Sunday afternoon.
Of those students graduating, Barbara McMullan was valedictorian and Alayna Schutte 
was the salutatorian.  Both McMullan and Schutte had a grade point average higher than 4.0. 
Those students who graduated with distinction along with McMullan and Schutte were Anna 
Ash, Jennifer Billmeyer; Santiago Cordero, Mark Donlon, Cindy Enyart, Tricia Gunderson, 
Tiffany Hartley, Kala Henning, Kristine Horns, Samantha Koenig, Leah Lechtenberg, Marta 
Masnyk, Karli Miller, Casie Miner, Katelyn Plaht, Mitchell Schultz,  and Ethan Snitker.
Having chosen the traditional school colors, red and black as their class colors, the honor-
ees chose black robes. The class ﬂ ower was a red rose tipped in black.
The Class of 2008 chose as its motto: “Remember yesterday, dream for tomorrow, live for 
today.”
High School Principal Brian Gravel introduced the valedictorian and salutatorian, Barbara 
McMullan, daughter of Doctors Tom and Gloria McMullan, and  Alayna Schutte, daughter of 
Gary Schutte and Sandy Kruse.   McMullan will study biodmedical engineering at the Univer-
sity of Iowa and Schutte will attend Central College in Pella to study environmental studies.
The senior members of  the mixed chorus sang “Time of Your Life” . Kyle Brock played 
the guitar during the selection.
Student speakers, introduced by Superintendent David Strudthoff, were Katelyn Plaht and 
Marta Masnyk.
Katelyn, daughter of Randy and Cindy Plaht, entitled her speech “We made it” and spoke 
of the accomplishments of the class of 2008. Marta, daughter of Lubov Masnyk, called her 
speech “To the Class of 2008.” She, too, reminisced about the memories and experiences the 
group had shared together and the challenges they will face as they leave PHS.
Those seniors who were members of the band played one last selection with the rest of the 
Postville High School Band. 
Prior to the presentation of diplomas, Barbara McMullan addressed her classmates and 
those in attendance. McMullan thanked everyone who had helped shape the lives of she and 
her classmates. She gave special recognition to the parents and teachers.
Senior class sponsors Nancy Marx and Connie Euans presented the class and read their 
names as Board of Education President Brad Rekow presented diplomas. Photographer Wyatt 
Schultz took a picture of each graduate as he or she received her diploma.
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